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PRESIDENT'S CORNER: 

  

 

 

LARC Nite Out is over for another year. And as usual a good time 

was had by all 16 club members and there spouses who attended. The 

food was good, the company was great and it was nice to s ee new 

faces at the tables this year. Lots of story telling, people 

talking about there travels this past summer, and there favorite 

places to eat while traveling. I hope to see all of you again at 

the Christmas Party in a few weeks. Then we have to start getting 

ready for the Swap N Shop in February. Taz Foley will be handling 

parking, and John Dellinger will be taking care of the kitchen. I 

hope that some of the wives will come out and help in the kitchen, 

as they have done in years past. Well, that is ab out it for now. 

See you all at the next monthly meeting.  



 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 

TECHNICAL SECTION:  

  

Maximum Usable Frequency or MUF has nothing to do with your class 

of Amateur Radio license! In addition, you may wear a muff in cold 

weather but MUFF isn't a "factor" in your winter time creature 

comfort! MUF is directly related to a previous topic, the Solar 

Cycle. As the eleven year cycles increase or decrease in strength 

they impact the propagation characteristics of the high frequency 

(HF) bands, specifically 80 meters through 10 meters. 6 meters 

through 3/4 meters (440mhz) ar e also noticeable impacted but are 

far more dynamic and abrupt in their reactions and should be 

covered as a separate topic. These cycles cause the general long 

distance capability of a given HF band to vary over a long period 

of time. In addition, the day time/nighttime cycle and season or 

time of the year impact an HF band over shorter time periods.  

If you look up you are looking at or through the Troposphere, the 

Stratosphere and the Ionosphere (made up of D, E, F1 and F2 

layers). These layers each have  an increase or decrease of 

electrons due to solar activity, either short term or long term. 

If an RF signal is transmitted into one of the layers and the 

electrons are sufficient, the signal is refracted back to earth. 

The angle at which the RF signal att acks the layer also impacts 

its ability to refract. The highest frequency that refracts is the 

MUF. A factor or number value (MUFF) is assigned to the layers in 

an attempt to predict the MUF on a given future day. The 

forecasting concept is shakey and gene ralised at best.  

Why has 10 meters been so lousy. The frequency is so high that the 

RF goes right through the layers into space with no refraction. 

This is due to low electron density. Because of our present low 

spot in the solar cycle the general MUF is  around 20 meters with 

an occasional excursion into 17 meters. But keep looking up and 

backwards, propagation will improve. Next time, "Vertical 

Incidence, Antennas and 'Beam me up Scotty' ".  

Tom Foolery 5U4GT  

  

BUDGET BASEMENT: 

  

For Sale: New in the Bo x 17 inch Computer Monitor asking   $20.00 

never been used. Sharon KA8SRC 734 - 427 - 3934 Call anytime if not 

home, please leave a message.  

  

If you would like to have your Call Sign embroidered on a Shirt or 

Jacket, see Ivan Love and he can have it done for y ou at the cost 

of 10.00 dollars.  

  



While sorting out a box of electric light bulbs, I came across a 

small carton containing a 6146B / 8298A vacuum tube. It appears to 

be new. I do not have any equipment that uses vacuum tubes. So, I 

am offering this tube t o anyone who has or may have in the future, 

a use for it. The tube is free to a good home.......Ivan N8AMT. 

Call me on the LARC repeater or at 734 - 464 - 0683.  

  

I removed the pin fastener from the back of my LARC name badge and 

replaced it with a magnetic fa stener. The major advantage for me 

is that the magnetic fastener allows me to wear the name badge 

without poking holes in my shirts.  

  

I tested the magnets on multiple layers of shirts and they work 

just fine. I even tried them on a winter coat and they wo rked 

fine.  

  

I ordered several extra magnets in the event that someone in LARC 

wants to replace their pin fastener. The cost of the magnetic 

fasteners is $3, which is the same price that I paid.  

  

I'll bring the magnets to the November meeting so if you ar e 

interested in replacing your pin fastener, please let me know.  

  

If there is more interest in the magnets than what I've purchased, 

I  will be happy to keep a list and submit another order.  

  

Tom  

N8LY 

  

SPECIAL EVENTS:  

  

CHRISTMAS PARTY: At Judy and John  Dellinger, December 14, 2007 

starting at 7:00 p.m. till ????? Please bring a dish to pass. John 

will send out directions to his house later, when the time gets 

closer. Have you signed up yet? See Doris at the meeting, she has 

the sign up sheet.   Have you decided what your going to bring as a 

dish to pass. And don't forget your exchange gift of between, 

$5.00 and not to exceed $10.00 we hope to see you all there.  

  

SWAP N SHOP : February 17, 2008 at the Livonia Senior Center.  

  

MEETING NOTES: 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the following 

members, who helped out at the Dossin Museum on Saturday November 

3, 2007. This Special Event Station was in memory of the sinking 

of the Edmund Fitzgerald. Taz KA8DXK, Doris KD8DXJ, Bruno WA8DHP , 



Will W8USR, Dick KW8B, Jerry W8WQU, Dave KC8YWT, John K8AZT, 

Sharon KA8SRC.  

 

The log is completed for the 2007 W8F Special Event.  

It  has been uploaded to the Yahoo site in the files area.  

 

We Simultaneously operated CW and SSB at Dossin for 4 hours,  8 

minutes making 75 contacts. Later, Tas Foley continued operation 

on 2 meters FM for 1 hour, 5 minutes from his house. I also 

managed to add one contact at my house to California on 20 meters, 

SSB.  

 

In total, we operated for 5 hours, 14 minutes (plus  or minus 1 

minute , we managed to make 83 contacts into 27 states on 3 bands. 

Will Sopha  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

THINGS OF INTEREST:  

ARROW will once again conduct a General Class license course in 

2008, with yours truly as the instructor. The course will start on 

Tuesday , January 15. Class runs from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM each 

evening, and it takes anywhere from eight to ten sessions to get 

through all the material.  

  

Those interested in taking the class should e - mail me at  

kb6nu@w8pgw.org  or phone 734 - 930 - 6564. One reason for this is that 

where we hold the class depends on how many people sign up.  

 

When the class is small, we do it in my basement. If there's more 

than five or six, I need to get a classroom somewhere. In any 

case, the cou rse will be somewhere in the Ann Arbor area.  

  

 

 


